


Hi Fi 2.0

Simplicity, Re-engineered

Model XL Specifications

Model L Specifications

Model M Specifications

Independent Reviews of Geneva Sound

Contents

2

4

7

9

11

13

XL L M



2

Hi Fi 2.0 European’s style and simplicity became immensely popular. It gave

birth to the home entertainment industry.

But in the last few decades, consumer electronics makers

with a fetish for gadgetry have pushed piles of components on

consumers, trying to convince them that more boxes and

complexity means better sound.

Today, simplicity and fidelity are reconciled. “Geneva Sound is

Hi Fi 2.0,” says Audio magazine, a balanced array of components

(iPod, CD, FM and more) in one piano-lacquered wooden

From Switzerland, Geneva Sound is “furniture music” – a

renewed fusion of home entertainment and home décor that

brings technology and design full circle.

A century ago, Emile Berliner’s new flat disc, the gramophone,

was engineered to work inside a wooden cabinet, the Victrola.

The simplicity and furniture quality of Herr Berliner’s design made

it acceptable in the American home, where Mr. Edison’s clunky

phonograph had failed. Not unlike the iPod a century later, the
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Geneva Sound plays recordings exactly as intended by their

Grammy- and Oscar-winning creators. “The technology inside a

single Geneva Sound System is a perfect reference tool for

recording professionals,” says Per Hallberg, winner of multiple

Academy Awards for Best Sound, including last year’s Bourne

Ultimatum. “I use it in my mixing studio and I have a Geneva

Sound in my home,” says the Hollywood sound designer. “You

will hear music and movie sound exactly as it was originally

recorded and intended to be heard.”

cabinet with “the hallmarks of true originality” that left Home

Theater magazine “totally satisfied.” With Swiss engineering and

design, Geneva Sound is a first: a multi-function Hi Fi that fits in

the home as simply as a lamp. “I haven’t seen a full-featured

stereo that’s as easy to use,” says Macworld, hailing its

“exceptional sound quality.” Geneva Sound “clobbers the

competition,” (CNET) beating some of audio’s most fabled

names in review after review.



Most consumers don’t want the hassle of researching the right

combination of amplifier, speakers and media players. Nor do they know

enough about optimizing these components and placing speakers in the

home to get the best audio sweet spot.

Geneva Sound creates a “striking” (Sound & Vision) 3D sweet spot

with its patented Embracing Sound™ digital signal processor. It uses

two speaker arrays closely aligned to create a balanced sound stage no

matter where the listener is in the room. “Even when I am seated

approximately 70 degrees off axis to the unit, it delivers an expansive

soundstage and terrific stereo separation,” says The Robb Report.

Geneva Sound Systems have up to six high performance drivers,

including two powerful subwoofers in the XL. They offer up to 600 watts

of pure digital amplification in one piano-lacquered wooden cabinet.

These distortion-proof enclosures contain a seamless integration of

digital amplifier, digital crossovers, high quality drivers, media players and

power supply. The entire system is carefully calibrated and tuned for

optimal sound performance with a truly wide frequency range, with lows

Simplicity, Re-Engineered
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Geneva Sound Systems have dedicated iPod connectivity. The built-in

CD player in every Geneva Sound uses a sophisticated damping system

to minimize distortion, and can play commercial CDs and recordable discs

of MP3 or most other common file types. All models ship with a built-in

digital FM radio tuner and included external antenna for superior signal

capture. The optional stand is made of heavy-gauge aluminum with a matt

sandblasted metal finish.

as low as 35 Hz and highs up to 22,000 Hz (+-2dB) for Model XL.

Their incredible dynamic range is why Geneva Sound Systems are

compared to multi-component systems costing even thirty times as much.

Geneva Lab customers agree with independent reviewers – people

can spend tens of thousands of dollars on high-end audio gear and still

not be able to match the Geneva Sound System. “I can’t imagine how you

could possibly assemble a better-sounding system from other components

for its price,” says Vancouver’s Georgia Straight magazine. And nothing

matches its simplicity and thoughtful design, including how the power

cord tucks inside the optional stand to minimize clutter.

Starting from the outside in, the Geneva Sound System bespeaks

quality. The seven-layer piano lacquer on the XL’s wooden cabinet takes

18 hours to apply and is hand-finished. Behind each system’s steel grille

are four (Model M and Model L) or six (Model XL) speaker drivers, with up

to 100 watts of Class D amplification for each driver. The larger drivers are

encased in their own chambers, “the kind of high-end construction that

entails both forethought and expense,” says Home Theatre magazine.

“Impeccably finished in white, red, or black lacquer,

the unit’s solid wooden cabinet looks more like a

modern art piece than a typical A/V product.”

The Robb Report
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Designed in Switzerland by the Geneva Lab in-house design team. Cabinet: Piano-lacquered wood, available in white, black and red color.

24.1"
(61.3 cm)

21.7"8" sub-woofers
5.25" woofers
1" tweeters

(55.0 cm)
14.5"

(37.0 cm)

G

31.0"
(78.8 cm)

7.9" (20.0 cm)

Connectivity

• MP3-player in: 1/8 inch (3.5 mm) plug for

iPod Shuffle® and other MP3-players

• Line in: RCA plug for external inputs like PC, DVD,

game console and TV

Electrical requirements

• Line voltage: 120V AC, 60Hz (North America)

230V AC, 50Hz (Europe)

• Power consumption: maximum 325W,

standby 0.8W

Size and weight

• Width x height x depth: 21.7” x 24.1” x 14.5” (55.0

cm x 61.3 cm x 37 cm)

• Weight: 84 pounds (38 kg)

Features

• Speaker system: 2 x 1” tweeters, 2 x 5 1/4”

woofers and 2 x 8” sub-woofers

• Power Amplifier: Digital hi-fi amplifier

(Class D) with 600 (6 x 100) Watt output

• Frequency Range 35hZ to 20kHz (+/–2dB)

Built-in Audio

• iPod Dock supporting all iPods and iPhones

• CD-Player: slot loading CD player

supporting CD-Audio, CD-R/RW

(MP3 files)

• FM Radio: digital tuner with 6 presets

Geneva Sound System Model XL – Specifications

Included accessories

• Remote control

• iPod Dock Adapters: set of 7 pieces

(for different iPod models)

• Adapter cable for MP3-player: 1/8 inch

(3.5 mm) plugs on both ends

• Line in cable: RCA jacks, 9 feet long (3 meters)

• AC power cable

• External FM wire antenna

Optional accessories

• Floor stand in aluminum finish.

Weight: 28 pounds (12.7 kg)
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11.5"
(29.1 cm)

17.6"
(44.8 cm)

14.2"
(36.5 cm)

2

5.25" woofers
1" tweeters

20.5"
(52.0 cm)

31.0"
(78.8 cm)

iPod Shuffle® and other MP3-players

• Line in: RCA plug for external inputs like PC, DVD,

game console and TV

Electrical requirements

• Line voltage: 120V AC, 60Hz (North America)

230V AC, 50Hz (Europe)

• Power consumption: maximum 125W,

standby 0.8W

Size and weight

• Width x height x depth: 17.6” x 11.5” x 14.2”

(44.8 cm x 29.1 cm x 36.5 cm)

• Weight: 38 pounds (17.2 kg)

Included accessories

• Remote control

Features

• Speaker system: 2 x 1” tweeters and

2 x 5 1/4” woofers

• Power Amplifier: Digital hi-fi amplifier (Class D)

with 100 (2x50) Watt output

• Frequency Range 47hZ to 20kHz (+/–2dB)

Built-in Audio

• iPod Dock supporting all iPods and iPhones

• CD-Player: slot loading CD player supporting

CD-Audio, CD-R/RW (MP3 files)

• FM Radio: digital tuner with 6 presets

Connectivity

• MP3-player in: 1/8 inch (3.5 mm) plug for

• iPod Dock Adapters: set of 7 pieces

(for different iPod models)

• Adapter cable for MP3-player: 1/8 inch

(3.5 mm) plugs on both ends

• Line in cable: RCA jacks, 9 feet long (3 meters)

• AC power cable

• External FM wire antenna

Optional accessories

• Floor stand in aluminum finish.

Weight: 29 pounds (12.7 kg)

Designed in Switzerland by the Geneva Lab in-house design team. Cabinet: Piano-lacquered wood, available in white, black and red color.

Geneva Sound System Model L – Specifications
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4" woofers
1" tweeters

7.8" (19.7 cm)

14.4"
(36.6 cm)

9.5"
(24.0 cm)

Connectivity

• MP3-player in: 1/8 inch (3.5 mm) plug for

iPod Shuffle® and other MP3-players

Electrical requirements

• Line voltage: 120V, 60Hz (North America)

230V AC, 50Hz (Europe)

• Power consumption: maximum 125W,

standby 0.8W

Size and weight

• Width x height x depth: 14.2” x 7.8” x 10.6”

(36.0cm x 19.7 cm x 27.0 cm)

• Weight: 15 pounds (6.8 kg)

Features

• Speaker system: 2 x 1” tweeters

and 2 x 4” woofers

• Power Amplifier: Digital hi-fi amplifier

(Class D) with 100 (4x25) Watt output

• Frequency Range 69hZ to 20kHz (+/–2dB)

Built-in Audio

• iPod Dock supporting all iPods and iPhones

• CD-Player: slot loading CD player supporting

CD-Audio, CD-R/RW (MP3 files)

• FM Radio: digital tuner with 6 presets

Included accessories

• Remote control

• Adapter cable for MP3-player: 1/8 inch

(3.5 mm) plugs on both ends

• AC power cable

• External FM wire antenna

Designed in Switzerland by the Geneva Lab in-house design team Cabinet: Piano-lacquered wood, available in white, black and red color.

Geneva Sound System Model M – Specifications
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Sound & Vision: Its design, features, and build quality push it well past the

competition… The design has “high-end” stamped all over it… My wife rarely

comments on gear passing through our house, but she immediately took

notice of this system – a good sign… The soundstage from the stereo

recordings I listened to extended well beyond the boundaries of the box.

Not only that, the system’s off-axis performance was strikingly good.

Dwell: Geneva blew away the competition… It has great fidelity… Bonus

points for the old-school LED readout.

Home Theater: The XL has the hallmarks of true originality. Like the iPod

itself, it may inspire imitators, but it will be devilishly hard to replicate… I was

totally satisfied with the overall sound quality and musical experience of the

XL. While it was around, my 5.1 and 2.1 – channel reference systems

gathered dust. That is the most telling comment I can make… The Model XL

was compatible with literally every form of music I threw at it.

Robb Report: Impeccably finished in white, red, or black lacquer, the unit’s

solid wooden cabinet looks more like a modern art piece than a typical A/V

product… It frequently takes a minute or longer for flabbergasted guests to

speak after hearing their first demonstration of the Geneva Sound System L.

Invariably, they just croak a barely intelligible, “That’s unbelievable.” None can

believe that a single box is capable of producing the clarity, realism, power,

and sense of depth delivered by the Geneva Sound System L…

Even when I am seated approximately 70 degrees off axis to the unit,

it delivers an expansive soundstage and terrific stereo separation.

iLounge.com: Powerful, impressively detailed speakers that deliver

outstanding overall sound quality for single-enclosure units. Sold in striking,

furniture-quality glossy boxes for a highly presentable, attractive look in your

home… The audio equivalent of a pillow on your favorite bed, lulling you

directly into relaxation, and making you forget your surroundings… You can

close your eyes in front of either Geneva speaker and imagine a wall-to-wall

sound field in front of you… It’s certainly engrossing and impressively detailed

in both Models, with a very large, detailed soundstage that will make you feel

like you’re actually inside a theater with a band performing in front of you…A

car crash, helicopter approach, and galloping horse are rendered almost

hyper-realistic in their accuracy – you will literally imagine the visuals in front of

you as they happen, and hear every event moving in 3-D space.

Independent Reviews of Geneva Sound
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The Georgia Straight (Vancouver): I can’t imagine how

you could possibly assemble a better-sounding system from

other components for its price… the Model L looks great,

has several useful features (like an FM tuner and CD player),

and sounds so damn good that it’s actually quite a bargain.

It’s not just a set of plug-in speakers for an iPod; it’s actually

a replacement for a whole stereo system, with an iPod dock

built into the top, concealed beneath a flip-up panel… The

sound stage is much wider than the dimensions of the box,

especially on recordings that are mixed with lots of stereo

sound effects. If you close your eyes, you’d swear there’s

a pair of separated speakers there. Audio comes out full and

rich and even sounds good when you’re behind the unit.
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spot” – the location at which the system sounds the

best – is larger than that of a traditional left/right speaker

system; there’s less of a drop-off in sound quality at the sides

of the room… It looks more like modern furniture than an

audio system, and it combines that appealing appearance

with solid build quality and a number of thoughtful functional

touches that would likely have been overlooked by many

manufacturers.

Cool Hunting.com: We were amazed at how masterfully

the Geneva Sound System could handle the deep bass

sounds of a Dre track and then recreate the acoustics

of Carnegie Hall with a chilling recording of Mahler’s

8th Symphony.

CNET: The red lacquer finish was exquisite. But the biggest

draw is its large sound which blows away the

competition… Construction is impressive and craftsmanship

is superb… A full-on home stereo system to get a room full of

people up and dancing.

PC Magazine: Setup is about as simple as it gets: Plug

the Model L into the wall socket and turn it on… And its

elegant design is light years ahead of the comparatively

industrial-looking competition… The Model L’s sound quality

is excellent, with clear, sparkling highs, detailed mids,

and powerful bass.

Macworld/Playlist: I haven’t seen a full-featured stereo

that’s as easy to use… That may sound obvious, but I’ve

used plenty of “minisystems” – even ones without an iPod

section – that proved to be a hassle to use… a sleek and

stylish design that will inspire conversation but won’t

dominate your listening room. A surprisingly wide soundstage

and good stereo imaging despite the single enclosure…

The results are truly impressive: You’re able to hear sound

effects at the left and right (90-degree) extremes, and objects

are placed at distinct locations in between… The “sweet
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Siliconvalley.com: The Geneva Sound System is simple.

Concise. Elegant. And with its rich sound and accurate stereo

image, it’s a great audio solution for those of us tired of

traditional multi-component stereos and all the cabling and

speaker positioning that goes with them. Leave it to the

Swiss to develop an audio system powerful enough to

replace a stack of stereo components and fit it into a single,

iconic enclosure that’s almost certain to land it in the pages

of International Design Magazine… The Geneva Sound

System from Zurich’s Geneva Lab boasts many of the

qualities – great dynamic range, three-dimensionality and

imaging – that you’d typically associate with far more expensive

audiophile stereos, but remarkably achieves them without the

array of components and rat’s nest of cables they so often

require. Geneva’s engineers have managed to do it with an

artistry that belies the device’s complex innards, crafting a

piece that would look more at home in a Donald Judd exhibition

than a Magnolia audition room.
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